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Cabinet  

Held on Tuesday 8th February 2022 

(In person in The Salford Suite, Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, Salford)  

Present 

Tracy Kelly    Statutory Deputy City Mayor 

Lead Members: 

Sharmina August  Inclusive Economy, Anti-Poverty and Equalities 
Jim Cammell   Children’s and Young People’s Services 
Bill Hinds   Support Services and Finance 

David Lancaster, MBE       Environment, Neighbourhoods and Community Safety 
Mike McCusker                  Lead Member for Planning & Sustainable Development 

Executive Support Members (at the invitation of the City Mayor):  

Barbara Bentham               Workforce and Industrial Relations 
Philip Cusack  Skills, Work and Business 

John Walsh   Education & Learning 
Jack Youd   Procurement and Social Value 

Officers: 

Jane Barlow   Contracts Service Manager 
Sam Betts    Assistant Director of Human Resources & OD 
Debbie Brown   Strategic Director Service Reform 

Joanne Hardman  Chief Finance Officer 
Sue Hill   Head of Communications 

Andrew Leigh  Head of Housing Strategy 
Iolanda Puzio  City Solicitor 
Jacquie Russell  Assistant Director Strategy & Change 

Tom Stannard                    Chief Executive 
Liz Wright                           Democratic Service Officer 

 
Public: None. 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from the City Mayor Paul Dennett, Deputy City Mayor 

Councillor John Merry, Councillor Damian Bailey, Councillor Stephen Coen, 

Councillor Roger Jones, Councillor Sophia Linden and Charlotte Ramsden, The 

Strategic Director People. 

2. Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Minutes of proceedings 
 

Resolved: That, the minutes of the meeting held on 14.12.21 were approved as a 

correct record. 
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4. Rent and Service Charge Setting for 2022/23 - council owned stock 
managed by Pendleton Together and the Duchy Caravan 

The Head of Housing Strategy (Andrew Leigh) and the Contracts Service manger 

(Jane Barlow) gave an overview of the report and highlighted the following. 

 The recommendations were: 

That the City Mayor in consultation with Cabinet approves: 

1. An increase of 4.1% for rents in 2022/23 for the Pendleton PFI stock 

2. Adjustments to Pendleton PFI service charges in line with the costs of 
providing those services as detailed in section 3 of the report 

3. The creation of a hardship fund for the PFI stock to support households 

who are in financial difficulties, utilising up to £216k from the additional 
income for 2022/23 

4. An increase of 4.9% for rents in 2022/23 for the Duchy Caravan Site 
5. The implementation of a service charge to tenants at Duchy Caravan Site 

during 2022/23, subject to a detailed further report for decision by the Lead 

Member for Housing, Property and Regeneration 

 The rent increase and the service charge increase were to cover the actual costs 

for the premised. 

 The Duchy Caravan Park rent increase was in line with the RPI (Retail Price 
Index) and a service charge would be introduced for the pitches and communal 

services to cover the costs of providing the services. 

 The increases were under the local housing rent allowance rates. It was 

proposed to set aside the £216k of additional income for 2022/23 to create a 
hardship fund to support those households who are in extreme financial difficulty. 

The fund would be available to 23% of Households, those who were not currently 
in receipt of Housing Benefit or the Universal Credit housing element and 
additional those who maybe in partial receipt of Housing Benefit. 

 The position of the HRA (Housing Revenue Account) was highlighted.  

 Options had also been considered for increasing fuel payments for the Hardship 

Fund. 
 

The Statutory Deputy City Mayor (SDCM) invited questions and comments from 

members. 

 The Lead Member (LM) for Finance and Support Services commented that they 
supported the report and also very much understand the concerns of the ward 

councillors and residents.  They asked for a future briefing on the PFI (Private 
Finance Initiative) stock and the HRA.  

 The LM for Planning and Sustainable Development asked if the Hardship Fund 

would include the Roma and Traveller people and it was confirmed that the 
eligibility criteria had still to be finalized and all groups would be considered 

before this was agreed. 

 The LM for Inclusive Economy, Anti-Poverty and Equalities commented that the 
Hardship Fund should be accessible to all and not just for those residents of PFI 

stock.  They also requested that the Equality Impact statement should be 
updated to include the Duchy Caravan Park.   

 The Executive Support Member (ESM) for Skills, Work and Business asked how 
the cost of the pitches on the Duchy Caravan Park compared to other caravan 

sites in Greater Manchester (GM).  It was confirmed that a benchmarking 
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exercise had been carried out and the rents in Salford were significantly lower 
and the introduction of the service charge would mean that costs for running the 

site were covered.  Officers were engaging with residents about the increases. 

 The LM for Environment, Neighbourhoods and Community Safety asked if 
bringing security services in-house had improved the quality and asked for a 

further update on how this was progressing.   It was explained that further 
enhancements to security were planned and that a further update on the 

improvements would be provide.  
 

The SDCM read out the recommendations again for members to consider in full.  

The Cabinet members recommended the report and recommendations for approval 

to the City Mayor. 

Resolved:  That, the Cabinet recommended the report and it recommendations as 

listed below, for approval: 

1. An increase of 4.1% for rents in 2022/23 for the Pendleton PFI stock 

2. Adjustments to Pendleton PFI service charges in line with the costs of 
providing those services as detailed in section 3 of the report 

3. The creation of a hardship fund for the PFI stock to support households 
who are in financial difficulties, utilising up to £216k from the additional 
income for 2022/23 

4. An increase of 4.9% for rents in 2022/23 for the Duchy Caravan Site 
5. The implementation of a service charge to tenants at Duchy Caravan Site 

during 2022/23, subject to a detailed further report for decision by the Lead 
Member for Housing, Property and Regeneration 

5. Any other business 

There were no items of any other business raised. 


